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FIG. 3 



A program is broadcast from a headend to a multiplicity 
of subscriber units via a broadcast communication network 



A user of a subscriber unit selects a mode of 
entering program disabling requirements 



1s a disabling 
service provided through 
ihe headend? 



YES 



The program is received at 
the subscriber unit which is associated with a smart card 



YES. 



Is valid 
disabling data determining 
selected time periods during which authorization" 
to view programs is to be disabled 
resident in the smart card or in the 
subscriber unit? 



NO 



A user operates the 
subscriber unit and inputs a 
selection of at least one time period 
during which he wants to disable 
authorization to view programs 



The user calls the headend and asks 

to participate in a service which 
disables authorization to view programs 
at selected tim e periods 

t 



The user provides time periods 
during which he wants to 
disable authorization to view programs 



Authorization to view programs which are displayed 
during time periods selected in accordance 
with user preferences is disabled 




